no advance in the knowledge of the subject and at the beginning of the 16th century, although it was realised that the blood was not stagnant, it was thought that its movements were slow and irregular, both in speed and direction; it was supposed that one kind of blood flowed from the liver to the right ventricle and thence through the veins to all parts of the body and to the lungs by the pulmonary artery, and that another kind of blood mixed with vital air which it obtained from the lungs by means of the arteria venosa (pulmonary vein) , was distributed Throughout the body by means of the arteries; and it was believed that the blood from the right ventricle passed through small pores in the septum of the heart into the left ventricle. In those days they had no conception of the motive power of the heart and they considered that the movements of the blood were due to the mixture of blood and air, producing a sort of boiling effect. During the 16th century certain further advances were made, and there is no doubt that
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